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Lt. CO1. C3arenoe D. Wal?ws, Jr.
Staff Judge Mvocate
Department of the Air Foroe
Iieaclqunrters,Air Mroe Western Test XaWe (A?SC)
Vnnd9nberg fir ?orco &ae, California 93437

~ank you f~ your lett4w at 18 IWptombar 1967 to Mr. Mmeor$ai L
aontirning the Uae ●nd CXx3upancy&rcamenta for Bikini and Itniwetok.

With refcronoe to the five-year periodic reviews roquireclby these
agreementri,our records indlcnte ti~~ t such a review was held in
1961 and that w concurred in the deberminstioi)that Che land was
still”needed by the United Staks. we do uot have any indication
in our f’ilesthat we were requested to oonaur in a similar delmr-
●lnaticm in 1866.

At any rate, 1 have become incroaslnfilyuoncerned because oi mount-
lng preseun frow the Marshall&3e people who were 2ormer rUisidantS

of those islands for s- indication as to when they tight be
pexn!itt8d to return to their home islands. Yrom the to tl!m, we
havw rscelved rather infonml tndiostlals that the danger frwn
radioactivity may no longer exist. We have al#o had indications
that the people removed from those islands are not eatisfied with
the amount of compensation they are rooeiving from the imxme from
Lmlst funds established a’tthe tlrw?the Islands were ●cquired fol’
military uee and we foresee imne ad(litionalpresmre that the
q~~estionof the amount of comperitiiition Ix? roopcned. For mm ycam
we have also Ltcf:nnwarc thek t/ICfc,r”i~r l~ikiuipeople, who Wf?AT

relocated to the Xnland of Xill$ Zeel ihat Klli ha~ never been
sktitubl.emainly beca~!seof its relntive inecoessibllityaL soiiio
times of the year s.ndthe difficulty of the people iu obtainifw
nntural foods and fish. For nll of thek;ercasontiit.woulu be most
helpful to us if we could h~ve some indication of the plainsof the
tkited States for future use of Bikini and Eniretok. We me partl~~:l-
larly interested In whether or not thero are any prospects for ear.~y
retuxm of those islands In oraer tkt their people may be repatria~ed.
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UUUUlly NW &IXJ odvisL*(l d’ s t,lQLtsrINi#iotloN of Lk l’t)fl~iri~i(~tl ]M?c!tl (Jf

the l}nited Ste tw for islandu if> the Trwt lkrritory by the Commncvro
Pacific Divisiont Navul FJwilitica Iilii;heeri~ Cwwand and !$war&
taki~ the liberty of sendi~ u copy of thiu letter to that offiue
fiincewe foresee that 8 coordinated reply to @he above questions
may lx neaes88ry.

I join Mr. Shoecratt in looking ?:orwardto wc tiug you nJIdhope
Chat you will be able to make y~~lrContelnplated trip to Saipan in
the near futura, Mr. Shoecraft also adds that if you havc occasion
to be in touch WI Lh Colonel.V’hiLLil,tiL(J’1,hc !’o.[ld.IpprvciaLCIL& iI
WJU would gim to him his wJry kindest ~gards and toll him thet hc
still zvmembers wfth a #mat dea 1 of pleas~~re the few days he spent
with him at
opportunity

Vandenberg as his Euest ahd thnt he lIopeHtv-havo the
to play your Mnutitul Koli!course acaiu.

Sincerely ym..ws,

W, R. Nmwoorl
High Coinmissioner

/96$
v Rear Actiml W. M. Honmn
Cemsmler, Pacific DivisicJn
Navel Fnollities Enginecri~: Canmand
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